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To the people of America, 
confessed lovers of 
Wt, 
Rhythm 


and 


Nonsense, 


the author 
affectionately dedicates this book. 


The Author—A Self-Portrait 


The Author’s Introduction to 
First Edition 


Much water has run under Shannon's bridges since the au- 
thor set himself to establishing the simple truth of the lim- 
erick’s birth and development. Born, as he was, in the Irish 
city that gave its name to the fascinating five lines of verse 
with its irresistible meter, he did not, alas! devote the impres- 
sionable years of childhood and adolescence to studying the 
limerick at its source. At that time he could not see the 
limer for the mick, so to speak. But he has no intention of 
making this the occasion to lament the blindness of youth. 
Suffice to say that not until circumstance had removed him 
from his natal place were the tremendous opportunities of the 
task revealed. 


@ Had he not become acutely aware of his duty to letters 
and the culture of the world, the author would have aban- 
doned his self-imposed work long since. But that “inner nec- 
essity”’ which kept Joseph Conrad at his desk is not wanting 
in the author; and while he has not been able to give his re- 
search so scholarly a treatment as it deserves, he has been 
able at least to lay a groundwork upon which his successors 
may safely build. 


G Let it not be understood that the author is now staying 
his hand. Were it not that he believed the discovery of the 
glimerick the most important event in literature since the per- 
fection of the sonnet, he would indeed be loath to pause. For 
assuredly the glimerick marks an epoch. When it was 
first given to the world, in this primitive Tasmanian hamlet, 
its eventual effect was quite readily discerned. Never, one 
may believe, was a literary work so taken to heart by the 
people. All orders of society were affected alike. The 
curate was first to succumb, dear man. On the Sunday fol- 
lowing publication of the first glimerick he was remarked at- 
tempting to rhyme the Responses. The mayor next. Ofh- 
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cialdom followed. Soon the shopmen and their customers 
were solving, reciting and creating glimericks. 


@It was but a matter of days before the glimerick had 
reached the furtherest cattle station. Within a month in- 
dustry was practically suspended and an Order in Council 
necessary to prevent excesses. This Order the author re- 
gards as regrettable, but he is happy to state that at the time 
of writing the Island has settled itself to a more sober en- 
joyment, and is producing glimericks worthy of the name. 
Naturally those written in the fever of discovery reflected 
the conditions that produced them. More often than not 
they were lacking in the form and restraint necessary to the 
finest examples. Today we are producing glimericks in the 
best tradition, glimericks destined to endure. Publishing 
houses the world over are demanding Tasmanian glimer- 
icks. Who can say but that this is the birth of another great 
colonial industry ? 


@It is not, however, in this enchanting prospect that the 
author finds his greatest satisfaction. He gives his book to 
the people of all nations in the high name of Service. He is 
confident that humanity with its unerring instinct for the 
finer things of life will seize upon the glimerick with as much 
avidity as did Tasmania. And if the author shall live to see 
this happy consummation, if he shall have been able to shed 
a little light into the dark places, if he shall have been per- 
mitted to make the world a better place to live in, he will 
have been rewarded indeed. 


@ The author has been asked to whom belongs the honor of 
naming the glimerick. He is gratified here to acknowledge 
publicly his debt to the Reverend Cuthbert Frismuth, D.D., 
Oxon, curate of St. Giles-in-the-Bush, Bushby, Tasmania. 
Whilst pondering the first glimerick, fresh from the author’s 
pen, the dear fellow shouted with that boyish impetuosity 
that so endears him to his friends, ““A glimmer, a glimmer.” 
To which the author retorted, “I glimmer. You glimer- 
ick.”* And that is the whole story. 

Pises Vel XXI, p. 34, Proceedings of the Tasmanian Philological Society. 
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@ The glimerick, as the author has said, has halted for the 
time being, the author’s original lifework, that of determin- 
ing the source and history of the limerick. Thrice has the 
author thought his work complete, and thrice he has suffered 
interruption. The prefaces to his still unwritten book on 
the limerick contain important material for the student— 
all, it may be said, that can be accepted. His discouraging 
earlier experiences and the advancing years make it impera- 
tive that he include these prefaces in the present volume. 
Until he has followed the complete plan of his research these 
prefaces must stand as the last word on the limerick. 
SHAEMAS J. A. WITHERSPOON, F.R.L.S. 

Glimmer Ricks, 


Bushby, Tasmania, 
February, 1925. 


PREFATORY NOTE 


@ The origin of the Limerick is shrouded in the mists of 
time. Interrupted by the international strife, just as he was 
preparing to pierce these mists with the searchlight of 
scholarship, the author has been forced to seek peace in 
another land. He cannot hope to publish so ambitious a work 
as originally planned, but he can give the results of study 
covering a long period of years. 


@ The limerick originated, he finds, in a drinking song of 
the Irish peasantry, the refrain of which was: 


g “Will you, will you come up to Limerick ?” 


@ The singer having thus challenged his convivial compan- 
ions, one of them replied adding with a pungent or witty 
line. From this practice grew the five-lined verse with a 
climactical last line which we call a limerick. 


S.J.A.W. 


Union Depot, 
Sauk Center, Minn., 
September, 1914. 


FOREWORD 


~ @Little is known of the Limerick. The author, since his 
undergraduate days at Trinity College, has made its history 
the subject of research. This may be said of its origin. 
Irish peasants, early in the eighteenth century, had a drink- 
ing song, the refrain of which was: 
“Will you, will you come up to Limerick?” 
S.J.A.W. 


Aulnay-sur-Bois, 
Seine et Oise, 
December, 1900. 


PREFACE 
q “Will you, will you come up to Limerick ?” 


@ In this refrain, from an old Irish drinking song, which has 
been traced to the eighteenth century, is found the source of 
the limerick, now so popular with litterateur and layman. 
This the author has established beyond peradventure by ex- 
haustive examination of competent evidence. 


S.J.A.W. 
Rockanrye House, . 
Limerick, 
April, 1895. 
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LE ROI EST MORT! VIVE LE ROI! 


Hail the Glimerick! 

And salute its creator, Shaemas J. A. Witherspoon. No 
last-reel rider of the purple sage could have arrived more in 
the nick of time than he. Just when prospects for the 1925 
vogue seemed blackest; when despairing people were getting 
the ping-pong set down from the attic, and the young folk 
bedevilling Grandma to teach them tatting, along came the 
glimerick. 


Glimericks are new and witty limericks,—slightly mysti- 
fying. ‘hey are neither limericks nor puzzles. They have 
the best features of each. 


Glimericks have become popular because they pique your 
curiosity. And when you have done them you have some- 
thing amusing which you can read aloud to your friends. 
The glimericks, under your touch, turn into limericks. 

The definitions in small print under the row of dots indi- - 
cating a missing word, or words, have become known as 
“glimmers”’—they give you just a glimmer of the meaning 
of the missing words. Supply these words (one or more 
words at the end of each line) and you reveal the limerick. 
The number of words missing is indicated by the way the dots 
are grouped, thus: one word ...., two words .... .... : 
etc. Sometimes, because space is limited, the printer has left 
only two or three dots to indicate a word of considerable 
length. Pay no attention to the number of dots; their number 
has nothing to do with the number of letters in a word. 

Let us take for example the glimerick printed on the jacket 
of this book. It reads when filled in: 


TASMANIA 


There was a young belle of.......... 


(island near Australia) 


JAZZMANIA 


Who fell for the current.......... 


(obsession of syncopation) 


VEILS 


When she danced without........ 


WAILS 


To the saxophone’s........ 


(vociferous laments) 


RESTRAIN 


The authorities had to.......... ia! 
(check) 
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As everyone knows, the first, the second, and the last line 
of a limerick always rhyme. Also, the fourth line always 
rhymes with the third. Therefore, in trying to get the missing 
word for any line, read over and consider the lines with which 
it rhymes. 

The limericks from which these glimericks are made are 
carefully constructed to be exactly true to recognized limer- 
ick meter, and almost always exactly true in rhyme. Of 
course, with limericks a certain slight liberty is allowed in 
the matter of rhyme; but not often. The “glimmer” (or 
definition) ; the rhyme of the other lines; and the beat of 
the meter—all three will help you to do the glimerick. 

You will find no answers in this book. If you must have 
them, write the publishers. 

Frightfully abused and debased by the dull “last line” con- 
tests in periodicals, the limerick—one of the greatest wit 
vehicles of all time—has degenerated in recent years from 
its high place in light verse to the sad doggerel, faithful 
enough in rhyme, perhaps, but hopeless in sentiment and wit. 
It should not be so with this little brother of the lyric. Surely 
the verse form made immortal by such gems as ““There Was 
a Young Lady From Niger” and ‘‘My Face I Don’t Mind 
It, For I Am Behind It”—surely its brilliance should not be 
permitted to fall into unworthy hands. 

Today there are a thousand stupid, forced limericks for 
every witty one worth quoting. But the renaissance of the 
limerick is at hand, through the medium of the glimmerick. In 
this and other books to come you will find only limericks that 
are bright, pat-to-the-point, logical even in their nonsense— 
in short, the kind you will want to quote. 

After you do the glimerick, read the limerick over aloud, 
swinging along with rythmic beat. It is meant to be read 
that way. Many people sing them to the classic tune of: 
‘‘Fol-de-rol-lol,”’"—see the next page for music. A chorus 
singing of limericks makes a rollicking party. 

Unfortunately, glimericks have real educational value. 
Unless you have been completely educated, look out! They 
enlarge your vocabulary. They add to your geograph- 
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ical knowledge by correcting inadequate or incorrect visual- 
izations of the map. And the writing of them is excellent 
drill for your English and your wits. 

Perhaps you can write good limericks yourself. Did you 
ever try? Later in the book you will find some specific ideas 
and rhymes. You will also find a few blank forms to 
tempt you to write your own. Incidentally, the publishers of 
the Glimerick Books are in the market for really witty limer- 
icks, and will pay good prices for them. See page 54. 


THE Crassic LIMERICK TUNE: 
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ORIENTAL MANIFESTATION OF 
UNIVERSAL URGE 


Said a swordsman tn far... 
(an Asian peninsula) 
a9. 


“T have stood you as long as . 


(is possible for me) 


This man of the. 


(province of N. W. British India) 


He gave his wife .... 


(a single thrust) 


And did* what so few of us 


(are capable of) 


*One may detect here the devastating, 
yet essentially good natured cynicism 
which so endears Mr. Witherspoon to his 
friends. As a practical suggestion it 
merits, at least, serious consideration.—Ed. 
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SORDID UTILITARIANISM OF 
CHINESE EXPOSED 


There was a meek man of........ 


(an extensive region of Asia) 


Whose whiskers* grew .... 


(more and more fur-like) 


Till his wife got. 


(sufficient) 


For a coat and a. . 


(covering for hands) 


To be made by aParis....... 


(French male dressmaker) 


*In passing it is unimportant but in- 
teresting to note that the per capita mile- 
age of whiskers of these people exceeds 
that of any other race by approximately 
240%. ‘The last barber of the region suc- 
cumed to starvation in the early 18th Cen- 
tury.—S.J.A.W. 
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A HIGH FREQUENCY CURRENT 
REPORT 


The President's horse “ i 


(what lightning is made of) 


Was born of astrange........ 


(abnormality or peculiarity) 


He’s a pedigreed .... 077. 


(young horse) 

: ‘é 
Morusireqgy =e ee 
(the unit of electromotive force) 
” 


He was dammed by “SATIRIC ...... 


(what actresses and movie stars ever necks 


WHY MISSIONARIES COME HOME 


A converted Malay of ...... 


(one of the Straits Settlements) 


Deprived of his rum and 


(noxious weed) 


Acquired at the 


(religious outpost) 


Besides 


(supression of alcoholism) 


The Reverend’s Sunday 


(tropical coat; common fabric) 
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MEAGRE REWARDS OF THE 
ARTISTIC LIFE* 


“Alas,” cried a Broadway... 


(slang for female member of chorus) 


“T find them all. . 


(extremely hard) 


“It’s ‘Baby, et Ge 


(infantile farewell) 


“The moment you........ 


(yearn audiby) 


“For a moderate-priced . % 


(type of motor vehicle) 


oe Ee 

*Mr. Witherspoon has never explained 
the origin of this glimerick. His manner 
of discussing it would seem to imply that 
the least said the better.—Ed. 
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IT IS JUST POSSIBLE THE MAN 
WAS DERANGED 


I met an old maninthe........ 
(capital of the Netherlands) 


W hose mind was apparently ... 00... 
(blurred) 


For with hand to his _... 


(what one often loses in an emergency) 


He mournfully ..0 0. 0 


(expressed in words) 


“W hence cometh this ostrich’s wexGe. ?” 


(Southern darkey pronunciation of word denoting emb' Sic bird) 


THE CURSE OF SPECIALIZATION 


An acrobat lady of... 2 


(large city of Belgium) 


Was charged with the wearing of . ; 
(artificial skirt Peladen) 

She said: “It’s . ALM 
(false) 


“It’s athing I ONYA ON. = 


(do not pesetinn) 


“It simply is natural 2 


(Highly developed in wrestlacs and acrobats) 
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ORIGIN OF COW WORSHIP 
REVEALED 


The farmers of distant 


(seaport of British India) 


Feed coffee to cattle in . 


aD A! he tae ’ 
(desiccated herbiage) 


Tf acow £7ZL. 4; 


(contracts a common human malady) 


They bring out a. 


(form for shaping plastic material) 


And milk* her for |. 


(French for a certain dessert) 


—————————————— 


*Lest this tax the reader’s credulity, I 
hasten to relate that of a chilly day I 
have with my own eyes seen the sturdy 
Hindus staggering from the cow byres 
under the weight of this delicacy.— 
S.J.A.W. 
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ANCIENT BARD’S LAGGARDNESS 
COSTLY, SAYS WITHERSPOON 


Had Dante, surnamed ........ 


(Dante’s last eet 


Been somewhat less timidand ........ ; 


Had he loved 2 ye 


(Italian pronunciation of Dante’s inamorata) 


According to ..... 


(German philosopher) 


She might have been more thana..... 


(an abstract principle) 


AN’ OL’ LADY LUCK LAUGHIN’ 


A shiftless old darkey named J»... s 


(the smallest of numbers) 


Addicted to rattling the ........ 


(component are of a skeleton) 


~ One night just for . 022... 


Staked his wife—but he o):0\-! j— 


(defeated his adversaries) 


And rended the air with his... 2 


(distressful sounds) 
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ANNOYING CONSEQUENCE OF 
ACCURATE SPECULATION 


I met a young lady from _..<.. 


99 


I started by calling her “oo 02, 


(slangy term of endearment) 


She said that she .. 


(ought not) 


I knew that she “vs. ; 


(would—negative) 


Events proved the truth of my ..... 2% 


(hypothesis) 


*Splendid demonstration of the author’s 
favorite axiom—‘‘Don’t ask questions; 
you may find out.”—S.J.A.W. 
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MONOTONOUSLY FREQUENT 
OCCURRENCE IN HOLLYWOOD 


A movie star out in the i344. 


(God’s own country; where the “he’’ men come from) 


Did something not done by the . ...-. 


(superlative of good) 


The public got -i..>0. zy 


Will Hays, he got 


(adjective often a with bees) 


And nothing was heard of the .. .. 


(period of CRS 


WITHERSPOON’S ATROCITY* 


In the boiling hot springs of .. ..... 
(last two words of group of islands south 
of South America) 


The natives maintain you well . 
(potential nace of oreneed) 


In swimming; I ...... 
(attempted) 


And pretty near ........ 


(sautéed) 


Sol cannot see how the hell 


(third person plural present of verb to go) 


*Delivered extempore before the So- 
ciedad Uruguaya del Limeriqua upon 
the occasion of his being challenged to 
produce in 30 seconds a limerick in- 
volving Tierra del Fuego.—Ed. 
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THE CONDENSED MILK OF HUMAN 
KINDNESS 


f 
A 
* 
A 
i 


UP sda 


= 
= 


A pet-loving fellow named Vaughan 
Did something I think 


For love of the 
He quite often ........ ter 


Relieve him of crowing 


(when the stars wane) 


THE BALLAD OF 


There was an old man of ........ 
(region of British S. Afric: 


Who suffered a stroke of ... 


(loss of memory 


To onein..... te 
(*Malakka and adjacent island: 
With chronic ........ 
(loss of speec! 
He wirelessed the following ....... 1a 
(poor jok 
“T’m glad mine isn’t ........ 
(loss of speec!] 
“Like your's, poor fishin ....... 
( 
“Amnesia is ........ 
(not tende 
“But the voice gone—that’s ..... 
(collog. for harsh, unfortunat 
“Tl bet that aphasia ........ 1a 
(appal 
Said his friend to the manin ........ 
( 
“Don’t let that amazia or ....... 1a 
(bewilde 


“Por R@S 90h 422) oon 


(loss of memor: 


“Which meansia mind ........ 1 
(abandon 
“So answer and show he can’t ..... 1a 


(disconcer 


{Dedicated to the 235 
VG VOR eedagesae bea eee tee 


es ; of which ever 
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WO OLD GEEZIA t 


‘his radio flew onthe ........ 1a; 
(gentle wind) 
Sul had * ....: 
ia ChOOSE .. . nex, 


(insensibility to pain) 


Youvenomousold......... ean inl 


(metaphor often applied to mean person) 


(loss af memory) 


his brought afresh virulent ..... 1a 
(to grab hold of) 

‘0 the man with that awful ........ 1a 
(malady) 


Blurring as ........ 
(a hard black mineral substance, used for grinding) 


Fipery’........ 


(recollection) 


‘ausing this last garbled ........ 1a: 


’'m glad that fish isn’t ........ ; 
" 


Like you, you poor minein....... . 
(loss of speech) 


“Rhodesia, that’s ........ 


(how you would describe emery) 


“But the cheesta—that’s 


(colloq. for severe, hard) 


Polynesia! magnesia! ........3 
(region between the Black and Caspian Seas) 


orrir<s 


pers, no more than 1% 


ectly.—S.J.A.W. A-nn. 


te 


staceeoeesotes® 


ih 
ANY MOTHER TO HER DAUGHTER 


(IN THE MANNER OF DR. JOHN ROACH STRATON) 


W 


a J 
Ng 


There was a gay flapper of ...... 


(small Eastern State) 


Whose Mamma admonished her: 


(Girl’s name; clothe in) 


“No skirt that’s so 


(elevated) 


“That a by-passer’s 


(visual organ) 


“Of the shape of your figured 


(be fully cognizant) 


Chorus: Fol-de-rol-lol! 
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Il. 
ANY DAUGHTER TO HER MOTHER 


(IN THE MANNER OF H. L. MENCKEN) 


hast 


p 
3 
Jz 

2: 
|= 
= 

= 
= 

= 


“Tut! Tut!’ said the flapper of ...... 


(same small Eastern State) 


“Stop stewing about what the . . 


(Hades; first personal pronoun; clothe in) 


“Or I'll start in to 20.2 


(attire) 


“So they won't have to ....-. 


To know what I next tomy ..... Eos 


*Mr. Witherspoon’s MSS. is here inde- 
cipherable. Authorities differ but a recent 
poll of eminent European limerickologists 
favored “elbow-wear.”’ 
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AMAZING PHENOMENON OF BOVINE 
METABOLISM 


A respectable cow of ...... 
(capital of British India) 


To the circus went, . 


(idiom for excitedly and nervously) 


Shedita. ‘ 


(enjoyable experience) 


And shent: her fe Cee 


(ultimate silver coin) 


But alas, she now gives ..... | ee 
(oleaginous food derived wholly from 
famed pachyderm-provender) 


*In common with other eminent English 
writers—witness Stevenson—Mr. Wither- 
spoon holds the cow in tender esteem. 
The perspicacious reader will discover a 
recurrence of this favored theme in the 
author’s complete works.—Ed. 


FIRST SOLAR PLEXUS ECLIPSE 
ON RECORD 


There was an old lady named ...... ner 
(epidermis) 


Who daily grew 0.0.) 00.00%. . 


(more and more spare) 


Till her tummy and ......>. 


(important factors in jazz dancing) 


(completely obscured from sight) 


Because of omitting her... . 
(chief repast of the day) 
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FAR-REACHING EFFECTS OF KELLY- 
SPRINGFIELD ADVERTISING 


The babies who live in the ..... 


(South American mountain range) 


Can't trust to their feet and their... :1es; 


(a grasping organ) 


Whenever they ._.. 


(proceed as infants do) 


Up the mountainous ..... 


as 0 
(sharp incline) 


They wear non-skid belly-..00..0.. 1e5. 


(what Sousa leads) 


*I have been asked as to the educational 
value of The Glimerick Book. It is al- 
ways difficult, of course, correctly to eval- 
uate such things, but I should venture that 
the solving of all the glimericks in this 
book, if done with scholarly sincerity and 
due observance of the classic forms, 
would constitute the equivalent of some 
six months at Princeton or a year at 
Harvard.—_S.J.A.W. 
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TEMPORARY DISCOMFITURE OF 
PARNASSIAN 


’Phoned a poet: “Hello, are you ..... 


(a place) 


“Take a bus and come straight tomy 


(a lion’s apartment) 


“On the wings of the ... 


(current of air) 


“Bring your OTHER ONES, 


(give pleasure) 


x? 
“There's atear in my very last . ! 
(twa of a kind) 


BUT WHY LEAVE HOME? 


The wanderlust struck fair Yvonne; 


Her father owned half of 


(island near ” India) 


“Don’t wander,” said . 


kaaousting acrcmcitct) 


“Stay here and raise .....0..!” 


(what they grow on island above) 


“IT would rather raise hell,” said .. 


(the heroine’s name) 
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THE INDISTINGUISHABLE 
DISTINCTION* 


Said a brilliant savant of ...... 
(city of Venexuela) 


“This comes of the worship of ..... 


(mythological celestial patron of inebriates) 


“Here separate ...... 


(being) 


“Tendsto........ — 


(state of being the same) 


“EACH one of us 1s the i 


(quadruped much abused in metaphor) 


*Mr. Witherspoon soars highest when 
dealing, as he does in this glimerick, with 
a nice question of metaphysics.—Ed. 
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THEY LIZ DO TL EVERY HAGE 


A gluttonous yak of........ 


(region "of Central Asia) 


For tummy-ache went to the....... 
(abbr. for doctor of animals) 


“No wonder your........ 


(apartment in whale occupied by Jonah) 


Théewétisaid, : 1S 


, 
(inflate) 


“Great grief!—look at all you have 
t fas 


(Initial word of Caeser’s famous 
teproach to Brutus) 


CALL MONEY SINKS TO NEW 
LOW LEVELS 


My typist is fresh from ........ : 


(City of Rhode Island) 


Her powder-puff peeps from her ..._.; 


(small pouch attached to garment) 


But she says: “As for ‘tin,’ 


(the most important person in the world) 


“Put every bitin ........ 


(first person possessive pronoun) 


“First National Bank, and then ‘ 


(fasten it securely) 
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TOUCHING SURVIVAL OF 
VICTORIAN SENSITIVITY* 


There was awee lass cf ao 
(city of Scotland) 


Shewould siton mostanyone’s. 2. 206. ; 


(what you bend when you’re knighted) 


She said, “It’s but Ph 


(fastidious) 


“Their kilts ...... eee 


(are insufficient) 


“And bare knees are shocking, you 
| hee 


(perceive) 


*Splendid example of the whimsical and 
delicate humor that so endears Mr. With- 
erspoon to his friends.—Ed. 
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ADD BAEDEKER 


(largest desert in the world) 


No lady who tries the 


Should ever be tempted to 


(clothe in < 


Diaphanous ........ 


(garment which formerly began at the neck pe ended at the feet) 


Or the sun with its 


(forcible influence) 


Will turn her substantially 


(more wadecdaned 


FARTHEST SOUTH IN 
SENTIMENTALITY 


A mawkish child-lover of ....... 


(large city of Australia) 


Satd: “Thank you, I never eat ........ 


(a vital organ—also a kind of bean) 


HERI iE Oe . 
(childlike) 
"Wat RIL Se ae ee 3 
(developed for a time) 
He had a queer streak in him, ... ...2 


(colloquial contraction of “did he not’’) 
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CATASTROPHICAL, BUT WITH 
COMPENSATIONS 


yr 


Z 


Ws ~¥e 


SS 


KG 


*, 
< 


eZ, 


.s 


\ 
} 
\ 
\ 


"iz —sAN 


TTT) 
| Jj 
WW 


A girl fromthe sunny........ 


(group of islands in West Indies) 


Mislaid by mistake her... ..... ; 


(popular sleeping garment) 


Resulting that........ 
In the sort of a........ 


(optical impression) 


That weans young men from their... ;. 


(idiom for female parent, plural) 


Chorus: Fol-de-rol-lol! 
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STATION KUKU SIGNING OFF 


A radio expert ...... 


(rabid zealot) 


Attempted to tune outall ........ 


(bane of radio fans) 


Now in cell forty-........ 


(maximum number of aces it is safe to play) 


He draws plans onthe ........ 


(partition on hinges) 


And his junk 1s storedin the ........ 


(old Athenian) 


SOME OF THEM ARE HERE NOW 
SLINGING IT 


Said ahaughty and titled... .. 


(nationality of the patriot Kossuth) 


“T detest every dish | 


(of the masses) 


“My noble ... 


(little brother of the beard) 


“Shall never know 


(a symposium of chopped foodstuffs) 


“Assembled by fingers 


(coarse ; common) 


36 


A JERNING NOT TO BE SPOINED 


There was a young girl from .... 


--9 
(city in Iowa) 


Excessively laden with ........ y 


(numismatic object) 


She eloped with a | 


(vulgar abbreviation for man of gentility) 


With a Brooklyn 


(characteristic lingual inflection) 


Who boasts: “We'll have | Gs 


(3 word idiom for superfluous wealth) 


of 


LADY REVEALS 
TOUCHING CONFIDENCE 


At a temperance meeting one .. 


(when the tom-cats howl Sienth the a eam 


The Deacon, who sat on my ........ 


(place of honor next the host) 


Said with admirable ........ 


As he reached formy ........ 


(the horny part of a blacksmith) 


“Youre the only one here knows 


(one of the 2000 slang expressions for intoxicated) 


THE SAILING DATES, PLEASE? 


The dancing girls down in ........ 
(island of West Indies) 


Wear costumes far, far from .. ....a; 


(neither transparent nor translucent) 


And from tips that they . 


(colloquial for ‘“‘communicate to me’’) 


They gointhe........ 


(a jazz dance) 
Far, far—Far, FAR, when they 


(vibrate) 


*Winner of the John Barrington Me- 
thuen 1924 gold medal for “that piece of 
verse which shall have, by reason of poetic 
beauty. tonal splendor and classic restraint, 
been adjudged the oustanding metrical 
composition of the year.’’—Ed. 
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ONE THAT DARWIN MISSED* 


The Woct1sabird of........ F 


(South American country) 


She carries her eggsinher........ ; 


(horny facial termination) 


When the baby Woc........ g 


It tickles and........ ts 


(exercises claws) 


Till the old lady ..... 


(idiom for inordinate cachinnation) 


oS ee EE Ee 

*J regret that I could not amass more 
data on this interesting bird. Repeated 
attacks, however, by the ruthless rycho- 
tivi or Brazilian saw-toothed grasshopper 
rendered me unfit for exact observation.— 
8.J.A.W. 
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IT CAN’T BE AS EASY AS THIS 


There was an old shetk of ....... 


(city in Northern Africa) 


W hose conquests outnumbered his . 


(twelve-month periods) 


When asked for his | 


(method) 


He said he just | 


(saluted them with evidence of affection) 


Sympathetically under the 


(what Mare Antony borrowed of the Roman populace) 
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GALLERY OF THE IMMORTALS* 


*The following culling of the best of the 
limerick classics was suggested some years 
ago by the Royal Limerick Society to whose 
gracious librarian, Mr. Padraic Bourke- 
Smith, I am indebted for valuable aid. 
Acknowledgment should also be made to 
Sociedad del Limeriqua Uruguaya, the 
Muenchner Limereschein Bunde, Le Con- 
servatoire de Limerique of Nantes and the 
admirable private collection of Mr. Karl 
Larsson-Skorg, mentor of the Svenska 
Nordbukgruppa, Stockholm, all of whom 
have labored indefatigably to assist me in 
the compilation.—S.J.A.W. 
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WELL, HE COULDN’T BE DANCING 
ALL THE TIME 


There was a young man named 
(Roman who held Tiber bridge) 


Who lived in an attic ........ 


(roomy) 


When hewenttoa.... 
(a rhythmic oneenan’ “ the body) 


He always wore -. 


(a garment acotien tue similar sections) 


But when 1n the attic—...-.. } 


{an exclamation of surprise or wendiae este Senabihead 


PROLETARIAN PRIVATION 


There was an old man of Tarentum 
Who gnashed his false teeth till he. .’em. 


(buckled) 


When they asked him the........ 
Of what he had............ 


He replied, “I dunno, I just . em.” 


A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL 


There was a young girl of 
(largest maid of ‘the globe) 


Whowenttoadanceasa........ 
: (a flower) 
When the petals ...... 


(unfolded) 
It revealed tothe ....... 


(large rotating sphere) 


That the dress as a dress was a. 
(what the average husband is) 
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BUT THE FISH SANG: 
“ABIDE WITH ME”* 


There was a young flapper of ...... 


(one of the Ladrone Islands; property of U. S.) 


Who said: “Now the seais so .... 


(unruffied) 


a9 


“T will swim, fora ...... 


But she met witha ....... 


“Let us now sing the ninetieth y 


(sacred song) 


*This fish would probably have sung 
the Doxology, save that the axiom “You 
can’t keep a good man down” has had 
great currency in these waters, I am told, 
since the Jonah episode.—S.J.A.W. 
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FILET OF SOLE 


There was an old man of 


(republic of South America) 


W ho dreamt he was eating his 


(foot covering) 


He woke in the / 02.0 


(nocturnal period) 


Inaterrible ...... 


(state of fear) 


And found it was perfectly ~. 


(veritable) 


A SQUALL IS COMING 


There was a young girl named. . 


A tah of the courtesan in “Othello” ) 


Who retired while the ship was. . 


(secured) 


But awoke, with ...... 


(consternation) 


When she heard the mate 


(express vocally) 


“Hoist up the top sheet and |. a“ 


(a type of sail) 


SOUTH AMERICAN GENTLEMAN 
TAKES PERSONAL CENSUS 


There was an old man of 


(mountainous country of South Ameriea) 


Who found he had ..... 
So he sat on the |. 


And counted his _.. 


(outgrowths of cranial epidermis) 


And found he had... __.. * 


(add two to number of years in 
traditional life of man) 


(no occupation) 


(a series of steps) 


*It has been estimated that if the sev- 
enty-two were laid end to end, the old gen- 
tleman would be entirely bald.—S.J.A.W. 


Ad 


ADDING MACHINE WRECKS LOVE’S 
YOUNG DREAM* 


ed 
e 


There was a young cashier of ....... 


(town of France, on the Strait of Dover) 


Whose accounts, when reviewed, 


wouldn't ....... 
(balance) 


Soon his chief smelta ....... 


(large rodent) 


For hed furnisheda .... 


(apartment) 


And was seen every night atthe .... 


(dance, involving a number of performers) 


eS eS ea 

*Still this will serve very well as a 
warning to those young men who mistake 
the primrose path of dalliance for the 
high road to success.—S.J.A.W. 


45 


JUNGLE SOPHIST RATIONALIZES 
BASE APPETITE 
PLTICEL. UY Gs Cee 


(finding men palatable) 


Felt a yearning within his ...... 
Hetmncaimin. ee 
(follower of ancient East Indian god) 


And growled, “Where's the .... 1n 


‘ (damage) 
“A peripatetic .... QP AMY...” 


(gullet) 


(tomb) 


STRIKING SIDELIGHT ON 
MENDELIAN THEORY 


There was a young lady named St... ey 


(what Noah built) 


Who married a handsome young 


( dake fellow) 
And then for their 


(transgressions) 


They had three pairs of 


(similar objects) 


One black, one white, and one 


(drab color) 


A GRAND THING TO HEAR 


There was a great swell in 


(insular Empire of Asia) 


W hose name on a Tuesday 


It lasted through ...... 


(a good day for composing limericks) 


Till twilight on 


(day often coupled with blue) 


And sounded like stones ina ...... 
(a vessel of tin-plate) 
46 


AT LEAST SHE RETAINED HER 
COMPOSURE 


There wasayoung girlnamed........ 
(leading American playwright) 


Whowentupinagreat.......... ** 


(a popular pleasure park contrivance) 


But when halfway ....... 


She looked at the ....... 


(surface of the earth) 


And it cost her atwo dollar ..... 


(table d’hote dinner) 


en Se 

*Ferris wheel of Einstein design—axis 
in fourth dimension. And very good, too. 
—S.J.A.W. 
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WELL KNOWN ANIMAL ROUTS 
ENNUI BY NOVEL METHOD 


A cheerful old bear at the»... 


(where peanuts are most appreciated) 


Could always find something to .. 


(accomplish) 


When it bored him, you .-... 


(apprehend) 


(forward and backward) 


He reversed it and walked © ©. 
(backward and forward) 


DID GENOAP 


There was an old girl of... 2. 


(seaport of Northern Italy) 


I blush when I think what ~~ 


(a north central State of the Union) 


She’s gone now to her ....~. 


(withdrawal from tumult) 


Which I think’s for the ..._ 2. 


(highest degree of good) 


Otherwise I would borrow 


(group of islands in Pacific) 


AS CHEAP AS WOOD ALCOHOL, TOO 


There was a young lady named .... ins 


(to make smart and trim) 


Exceedingly fond of small 


(small prickly cucumbers) 


She went out to _\ QO... 
And ate forty AXiae. 
Which pickled her 


(interior machinery—but please use 
poetic license) 
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BRAZEN CONDUCT OF ATHENIAN 
FARL CARROL 


/ 


/ 


oe 


There once was a sculptor named .. 


(famous Greek sculptor) 


Who had a distaste forthe ......... . 


(repulsive in appearance) 


So hesculped .......... 


(Greek goddess) 


Without any 


(infants’ version of sleeping garment) 


And shocked all the ultra ....... 


(squeamish) 
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FRISKY SHE-GIRLISHNESS IN THE 
VASTY NORTHWEST 


There was an old maid of ........ 


(island off west coast of Canada) 


Who captured aman by ..... 


(sizatacts operation) 


For she jumped on his ........ 


(singular of what Ann Pennington is famous for) 


With a chortle of ........ 


And nothing onearthcould... ...... 


ididloies her) 


IN NEW ENGLAND HE’D BE GIVEN 
A MACHINE GUN 


There was a young fellow of ...... 


(seaport of England) 


Who shot three old maids witha . 


(small wenpend 


When’twas known what he'd . 


(ommuaiiled 


He was givena .... 


(weapon used in hunting) 


By the unmarried curates of ...... 


(same seaport of England) 


CONFIDENTIAL 
There was a young lady of 


(Biblical seaport town of Pohatnn now > Jaffa) 


Who came a society........... 


Nhe went ia 2... ee a 


(seaside resort of Belgium, in West Flanders) 


With a gentleman ........ 


(affectionate anqnaintanbel 


And—the rest of the story’s........ 


(liable to eennare) 
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OBVIOUSLY WRITTEN BY A MAN 


As a beauty I am nota 


(of the first rank) 


There are others more handsome by ... 


(a great distance) 


But my face I don’t 


(pay attention to it) 


For 1 am MAMA. AA, 
(in back of it) 


It’s the people in front... * 


(receive the impact) 


—————— 

*The late President Wilson’s favorite. 
Written by Mr. Anthony Euwer, the sly 
dog! I’ll wager he knew he was a fine 
figure of a man.—S.J.A.W. 
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“BU D7 ORSSO ac 
There was a young lady of .._... 


(county in extreme S. E. part of England) 


Who said that she knew what it... 2... 


(purported) 


When men asked her to ..- 


(eat formally) 


Gave her cocktails and ....... 
(what is now left only in cellars) 


She knew what it meant, but she ... 
(proceeded 


GLORIFYING THE AMERICAN 
BEARSKIN 


There was a young lady named Airskin 


Who had a remarkably fair 4.0... 


(surface, well adapted to painting) 
‘ 66 4 
When I said to her,“ . s. sO 
(popular girl’s name) 
” 


“You look well in your .... 


(small Siberian animal) 


She replied, “I look best in my | 3 


(pelt of large animal) 


“EHE WAY OF ALLSEURST. 


There was a young girl of 


(seaport of Belgium) 
Who swore she'd hold out to the . S 
(termination) 

But alas, half way .0.... 


(across) 


’"Twixt Calats and .... 


(seaport of England nearest to the continent) 


She did what she didn’t . 
(purpose) 


—GORDON SELFRIDGE 
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SIRS, HERE IS MARTYRDOM 


There was an old party of -....... 


(town of England, near Warrington, Lancaster) 


W ho married three wives at ©... 


(a single occasion) 


When asked why the ........ 


He replied, “One’s “000.02. 


(ridiculous) 


“And bigamy,* sir, 18 a 206. v 


(legal offence) 


*This is obviously a spoof. If the fellow 
had any genuine concern over the criminal- 
ity of bigamy, how much greater would 
have been his concern for trigamy !— 
S.J.A.W. 
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THE FUN OF WRITING SHEER 
NONSENSE 


Every few decades the limerick craze sweeps the English- 
speaking nations, but never was its popularity so infectious 
as now. Spreading recently from England, gathering mo- 
mentum from the invention of the glimerick by Witherspoon, 
it has arrived in our best drawing-rooms and smitten our 
intelligentsia. Today you find people lampooning their 
friends, ragging their relatives, and satirizing “the boss’’ in 
limericks, or in glimericks which only those “in the know” 
will understand. 

If you will take a whirl at writing some specimens of this 
“little brother of the lyric,’ as Witherspoon aptly terms it, 
you will find it good fun—to say nothing of finding a new 
exercise for your wits. Look on the opposite page now, 
select an alluring couplet of rhyme, and begin. Note the 
Rhyming Aid down the margin of page 56. If you want 
all the possible rhymes for “‘girl,”” for instance, just run down 
the column of letter-combinations till you exhaust the possi- 
bilities, thus: “a,” no word; “‘b,” “berl’? (which is no good 
unless you talk Brooklynese) ; “bl,” no word; “br,” no word; 
‘‘c”’_ah ! there is ‘“‘curl;” etc. Thus are poet laureates made. 

Of course Shakespeare, Milton, Keats and all the real ones 
used rhyming dictionaries (as the expert limerick writers of 
today do), and you will probably grow that way quickly; but 
for the moment the Rhyming Aid will help you. Incidentally 
there is a good rhyming dictionary in the market for as low 
as 70C. 


THE LIMERICK PARTY 


There is an unbelievable amount of fun in glimerick parties 
where your guests undo glimericks into limericks and then 
sing them. There is something infectiously rollicking and 
funny about them. The glimerick parties of a certain Wall 
Street man are well known. 

Or, assign your guests each a couplet of rhymes from the 
opposite page and give them ten minutes to write limericari- 
catures of the others present. 

Incidentally the publishers of The Glimerick Book will 
pay from $5 to $25 for really witty limericks, at any time. 
This is apart from the prize contest detailed on page 61. 


54 


TRY MAKING THESE INTO 
LIMERICKS AND GLIMERICKS 


1 


Ontario 
Lothario 


2 


Timbuctoo 


hymn book too 


3 
isthmus 
strabismus 


4 
New Orleans 


in her teens 


5 


Toulouse 
the goose 
too loose 


6 
Detroit 
adroit 


7 
Kansas City 
what a pity 


8 


Cincinnati 
chicken patty 


9 
Syracuse 
lemon juice 


10 
Dallas 


malice 


11 
Seattle 
rattle 


12 
Florida 


corridor 


13 
Napoleon 


simoleon 


14 
wrecking 
necking 


15 
wench 


bench 


16 
Don Juan 
Ah, g'wan 


17 
critic 
mephitic 

18 
leech 


screech 


19 
Iscariot 
chariot 


20 
Tonic 
platonic 


21 
awful spasm 
protoplasm 


22 
Chicago 
let ma go 


23 
Los Angeles 
jangle us 


24 
Sunny South 
funny mouth 


25 
Montreal 
every Fall 


26 
Pennsylvania 
kleptomania 


ZF 
Utopia 


cornucopia 


28 
state of Maine 
all in vain 


29 
Tennessee 
up a tree 


30 
Illinois 
“Attaboy!” 


Si 
New York 


no more stork 


32 
Old Virginny 


silly ninny 


33 
North Carolina 
loved a miner 


34 
Indiana 
no banana 


35 
Fresh from Cork 
full of pork 


36 
Alabama 


red hot mamma 


*Attention Algonquin round table. 
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CAN YOU WRITE A FLIVERICK? 


The fliverick is a limerick dealing with a flivver. It need 
not use the word ‘“‘flivver,” but it must involve one. To 
write a fliverick it is not necessary to admit ownership—sev- 
eral of the best to be found in the Library of Congress were 
written by owners of Rolls-Royces. 


This is not a contest. Flivericks must be written for sheer 
amusement. ‘Try one now, and be sure the rhymes don’t 
rattle. For instance, it might start out: 


“There was an old man in Detroit’ 
Or you might run amuck in your geography and begin: 


“In Tierra del Fuego a Ford, etc. 
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THIS OUGHT TO INSPIRE ANY ONE 
TO VERSE 


TRY A GRIMERICK ON THIS 
SITUATION 


THIS PAIR OF GLIMERICKS 
COULD CONTRAST 


A. D. 1900 
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TRY A WHIMERICK ON THIS 


THE PRIZE CONTEST, 
Here Is A Contest For THoseE WHo Have WIT 


The Glimerick Publishing Company, exclusive publishers 
of glimericks, offer $100 for the best glimerick written in 
this contest. This offer is not the usual periodical circulation 
contest in which the addition of the last line to a common- 
place limerick is made the excuse for large prizes, publicity 
and new subscribers. It is a contest for the really clever 
glimerick—the ingenious, the witty. None other is wanted. 
For these qualities only will the awards be made. This is a 
contest to bring out the best limerick writers of America. 


Additional Prizes for Grimericks and Whimericks 


Apart from the prize for the best glimerick, the pub- 
lishers offer: 


$50 for the best Grimerick, or comico-horrific limerick. 
$50 for the best Whimerick, or purely whimsical limerick. 
This is a Grimerick, the best-known of them all: 


There was a young lady of Niger, 

Who smiled as she rode ona tiger; 
They returned from the ride 
With the lady inside, 

And the smile on the face of the tiger. 


And this is a Whimerick; incidentally, Robert Louis 
Stevenson wrote it: 


There was an old man of the Cape, 

Who made himself garments of crepe. 
When asked, “Do they tear?” 
He replied, “Here and there, 

But they’re perfectly splendid for shape!” 

Before diving off, consider what a good limerick is. The 
best have a definite form. They start with the first or second 
or both lines stating a situation. The next two develop it. 
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The last is the cracker; it brings the action to a climax. 
Ridiculous, if you please; nonsensical, but ordered. In short, 
the limerick, like all forms of art, must have unity. 

It is obvious that the meter must be right; that the lines 
scan properly and that the rhymes be true. The easiest 
guide to correct rhythm is the traditional limerick tune which 
is given in the front of this book. Pick it out on the piano, 
play it on one string, or, if you are addicted to the saxophone, 
blast it out. Once heard you will never forget it. If you 
are without even a ukelele—or tone deaf—put it into radio 
code, thus: 


Dit dah dit dit  dahdit dit dah dit 
Dit dah dit dit  dahdit dit dah dit 
Dit dit dah dit dit dah : 
Dit dit dah dit dit dah 

Dit dah dit dit dah dit dit dah dit 


This metrical form is not arbitrary. You can vary the 
meter thus, if you please: 


Dah dit dit dahdit dit dah dit 
Dah dit dit dahdit dit dah dit 
Dah dit dit dah 
Dah dit dit dah 
Dah dit dit dahdit dit dahdit 


Or in other ways, as you will discover when writing them. 
You can force a word having an extra syllable into the end 
of the line, thus: 


“There was an old man of. Man churia.” 
But you must make the rhyming lines coincide, thus: 


; htt 
“Whose whisk ers grew fur rier and fur rier. 


Aberrations in rhyme are permissible, providing they are 
cleverly done. Strictly speaking, “Manchuria” does not 
rhyme with “‘furrier” but it can be made to without too much 
strain. Remember, you are writing nonsense, and the meas- 
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ure of liberty you are allowed is proportional to the wit or 
ludicrousness of your total effect. 
Here is the whole limerick: 


There was.an old man from Manchuria 
Whose whiskers grew furrier and furrier 
Till his wife got enough 
For a coat and a muff 
To be made by a Paris couturier. 


It is consistent in its play upon the words, you see. ‘‘Cou- 
turier,” it might be urged, could not possibly rhyme with 
“furrier” if given its correct French pronunciation. But 
it looks like “‘furrier’’ and as commonly pronounced sounds 
near enough to “‘furrier’’ to make the whole production jibe. 

A word of warning. Unless your limerick carries over in 
spite of a strain upon its rhyme or meter, stick to the tradi- 
tional form. 

Now as to the final touches to the glimerick. The glimmers 
or definitions should be a happy medium between literalness 
and mystification. The glimerick is an intelligence test of sorts 
but it is that and a good deal more. If the glimmer can be 
made to help out the humor of the whole production, so much 
the better. 


Tue Detaits Or THE CONTEST 


Eligibility: Everybody except the publishers and editors of 
the Glimerick Book (including Mr. Witherspoon) and mem- 
bers of their families, is eligible. It is not necessary to buy 
The Glimerick Book to compete. 

Construction: Contestants should observe the general rules 
given in the foregoing pages. 

Prizes: One hundred dollars for the best glimerick. Fifty 
dollars for the best grimerick; and fifty dollars for the best 
whimerick. ‘The prizes will be awarded for wit or humor; 
for ingenuity of construction; for fidelity to the best limerick 
tradition; and, in the case of the glimerick, for the precision, 


fairness and cleverness of definitions in the glimerick as you 
submit it. 
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Important: The glimerick may be any kind of glimerick, 
i.e., any kind of original limerick in glimerick form. But 
the grimerick you submit must be a limerick in which some- 
thing grim or terrible happens or is described. Your whim- 
erick must be a purely whimsical limerick. Neither grimerick 
nor whimerick should be submitted in glimerick form. 

Miscellaneous Detail: Submit as many entries as you want 
to. Write legibly, using pen and ink, and letters rather than 
script. Typewrite if possible. Put your name and address 
on each entry. Also mark it “Glimerick” or “Whimerick’ or 
“Grimerick”—whichever it is. It is not necessary to enclose 
stamps; no contributions will be returned to the contestants. 
All entries which receive prizes become automatically the ex- 
clusive property of the publishers, who also reserve the right 
to buy any of the other entries at regular rates. Winners 
will be announced in the newspapers as soon as possible after 
the judges have made their report; the list of winners and 
the prize winning entries will be printed in the next edition 
of the Glimerick Book, if any, and will be given to the 
newspapers. 

Judges: Five judges will be selected later. They will be 
competent literary men and women known to the public. 

Time Limit: All entries must be received at the office 
of the publishers, THE GLIMERICK PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
342 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y., not later than 12 
o’clock midnight, September 1, 1925. This is the final dead 
line, but do not wait until the last minute. Send in your 
glimericks, whimericks and grimericks as soon as possible— 
the sooner the better. 


NON-PRIZE CONTEST FOR NEWS- 
PAPER MEN 
(WuHo CAN IT BE?) 
He is busier far than the Pope; 
He is late to his dates beyond hope; 
This figure dynamic 
With manner goddamic— 
This red-headed editor, .......++000% 


(OVER) 


Ohe 


CHILDREN’S GLIMERICK 


HERE WE HAVE KAFFO BOOK 
AND GIRAFF 


Rhythm! 


Fun! 


Real 
Education! 


The giraffe is a marvelous 
(another word for animal) 
He ts short from the West to the 
(where the sun rises) ae ee 
But from North, at his ¥VARAAM...- “ ‘ 
(where he chews his food) This is a sample 
To his tummy, down 
(the opposite way from North) page. All the 
It’s a ten-minute swallow, at : : 
tiitcicat) glimericks are easy 


*Up there you see Kaffo, the little Kaffir to do. 
boy, watching a watch to see how long it 
takes for a swallow to wiggle down the 
long neck of Giraffo, the long north-and- 
south giraffe. It is ten minutes to the 
second. It is always that way, no matter 
what he eats. 


This is a sample page from The Children’s Glimerick Book which 
will be published early in the summer. Children love rollicking 
limericks. Try this one on your child. 


Order Soon From Your Bookseller 


THE GLIMERICK PUBLISHING COMPANY 
NEW YORK 


There was a young lady from Salem 
Who said “It’s not hard to impale ’em 
ES a " 


Finish it with the aid of 


Dutton Rhyming Dictionaries 


THE RHYMING DICTIONARY 
OF 
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
By J. WALKER 


Revised and Enlarged by 
LAWRENCE H. Dawson 
For a hundred and fifty years Walker’s Rhyming Dictionary has been the stand- 
ard. In this new edition more than 20,000 new words have been added, bringing 


the total up to 54,000. It is a never-failing supply for the most inveterate rhymer. 
$3.50 


THE RHYMER’S LEXICON 
By ANDREW LORING 
Introduction by George Saintsbury 


A volume for the desk of all poets, rhymers and versifiers. The introduction 
sets forth the general facts and laws of versification. The words are classified 
according as the accent falls and marshalled into convenient columns. $3.50 


A COMPACT 
RHYMING DICTIONARY 
By P. R. BENNETT 


This is the most complete, compact, up-to-date and inexpensive rhyming dictionary 
on the market—and it will fit into the very smallest pocket. It belongs in our 
Miniature Reference Library. A complete list of the titles in this series will be 
sent on request. é $0.70 


At all bookstores or from 


E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY 


681 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 


65 


= 


The Complete Tanierich Beam 


By Langford Reed 
Illustrated by H. M. Bateman 


There was a young fellow named Reed, 
Who said, “There’s a need—a great need 
For a Limerick Book.” 
So he wrote one, and look! 
Here’s the book that he wrote—now proceed:— 


Not since the heyday of Edward Lear has there been so 
active an interest in limericks as there is today. Mr. Reed’s 
anthology is a response to this enthusiasm for a form of verse 
that is ever sprightly and ever young. His book contains 
limericks for every mood and for every occasion; gay lim- 
ericks and mad limericks, sly limericks and sad limericks; 
from the world famous limericks of Lear to those of Rossetti, 
Galsworthy, Bennett, du Maurier, Kipling—even Dean Inge 
—who have all succumbed to this delightful pastime, they 
are all here. 


The illustrations by H. M. Bateman of Punch are a joy in 
themselves. His surprised and surprising figures are well 
known the world over. 


Here is a book for old and young 
—a book to chuckle over and to re- 
read; one that you will want to keep 
and that your friends will always 
borrow—in short, a perfect gift. 


Price $2.50—By Mail $2.60 


At all bookstores or direct 
from Putnams, 2 West 45th 
Street, New York City. 


G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS 


New York London 


<7 P8-BVH-113 


